
THE VOICE OF MÉTIS IN BC

Self-determination in 
addressing gaps in Métis 
service and Community 
needs

NCCIH Presentation

Prepared by Senior Director  Tanya Davoren
January 13, 2021



M
ét

is 
Na

tio
n B

rit
ish

 Co
lum

bia
 -

He
alt

h

According to Stats Canada 2016, 
4.9% or 1.67 million of all Canadians 

identified as Aboriginal.

Of that number, 28% (587,545) people 
identified as Métis, with 

15.2% of Métis living in B.C.

89,405 people identify as Métis which is 
roughly 1/3rd of the 

Aboriginal population in BC



Métis Nation British Columbia is one of the 
5 Governing Members of Métis National Council

• We are a Self-Governing Nation:
• Provincial / Regional elected Board of Directors

• -89,405 Self identified Métis in BC (2016 Census)
• -Incorporated in 1996 as Métis Provincial Council 

of British Columbia (MPCBC) 
• -MNBC Constitution adopted in 2003.
• -Citizenship Act adopted in 2005.
• -7 regions in BC
• -38 Métis Chartered Communities (volunteer 

based)
• Nearly 22,000 Métis Citizens registered with 

MNBC
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TRC’s Calls to Action
19) to establish measurable goals to identify 
and close the gaps in health outcomes, and to 
publish annual progress reports and assess 
long-term trends. 

20) to address the jurisdictional disputes 
concerning Aboriginal people who do not 
reside on reserves, we call upon the federal 
government to recognize, respect, and address 
the distinct health needs of the Métis, Inuit, 
and off-reserve Aboriginal peoples 

Work supporting these actions is reflected in:

 MOU with the Office of the Provincial Health 
Officer

 Data sharing under the Métis Public Health 
Surveillance Program 

 Letters of Understanding with regional 
Health Authorities (IHA, VIHA, FHA and NHA 
to date).
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Métis Public Surveillance Program (MPHSP)

Information Sharing Agreement between MNBC and the 
Province of BC, establishing a 10yr commitment to surveillance 
through the PHO’s office.

Matching Medical Services Plan (MSP) numbers with Métis 
Citizenship Card creating a Métis client file.

Allows access to:
Discharge Abstract Database (DAD)
PharmaNet
Vital Statistics.
Health Systems Matrix
National Ambulatory Care Reporting System (NACRS)
COVID-19 Database 

*soon accessing Opioid Overdose and Cancer information
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Wave One – immediate need for Community supports and  
education; hand sanitizer, gloves and temperature strips were 
acquired. Over 1900 Elders 70+ were called to determine their 
needs and offer assistance.

MNBC’s health team immediately initiated a weekly Newsletter 
that supplied up to date information on COVID-19 in one place in 
plain language. MNBC’s first issue was posted on our website 
and on our social media on Friday, March 20th and this Friday will 
be our 42nd Newsletter.

MNBC received Federal dollars and our 38 Métis Chartered 
Communities were given funding to assist with: grocery cards, 
prescription costs, hamper drop offs and gas / taxi vouchers as 
determined by the Community Boards. 

MNBC provided rental assistance grants and education grants to 
assist Métis families in accessing laptops and online learning for 
students. 

Through our Survey and Community input, Wave Two has been 
supported in a similar fashion.

Chartered Community response to COVID-19
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Métis Nation British Columbia’s Health team was quick to 
Initiate a COVID-19 survey in April.

This survey had over 2400 Métis respondents and helped
Identify many areas of concern for Métis individuals and 
Families.

This survey was launched months ahead of BC’s COVID-
19 SPEAK Survey it provided an opportunity for MNBC to 
be informed of the needs of Métis people by late 
summer of 2020, well in advance of 2nd wave. 

The Métis Crisis Line in 
collaboration with KUU-US Crisis 
Services had just been launched 
mid February, so we were pleased 
to have immediate Métis / 
Indigenous support available.

Gathering the Voices of Métis People
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COVID-19 cases in Métis Citizens in MNBC Client File
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Cumulative Percent Change in COVID-19 Cases in Metis and BC population (approx. weekly)

Metis BC

# of cases BC
# of cases FHA
# of cases IHA

# of cases NHA
# of cases VCH

# of cases VIHA
# unk/missing/Out of Prov

11-Jan-21
Metis BC
108 58,107
30 36,287
21 4,704
32 2,560
18 13,312
7 1,138
5 106

# of Metis 
Tested 

Negative/Pen
ding

# of Metis 
Tested 

Positive

Sex
Female 1705 51

Male 1141 57
unknown 5 0

Age
18 - 29 903 33
30 - 39 562 21
40 - 49 466 14
50 - 59 427 22
60 - 69 302 8

70+ 191 10
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COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout

MNBC Health Staff have been involved in national health 
meetings, including vaccine rollout

Preemptively, our team created a survey and began to call 
Elders/Seniors over the age of 65: 

• health and wellness check in
• Seasonal flu vaccination 
• Desire to obtain a COVID-19 Vaccine

The survey has allowed us to have a list of Elders/Seniors 
65+ who are ready to be vaccinated

A Newsletter post in issue 41 has resulted in 247 names in 
2 days of eligible Métis people waiting for vaccine.

Next steps: regional health authority engagement and 
sharing the vaccine rollout clinic information. Continued 
support to Métis Chartered Communities through 
COVID-19



Thank you / Maarsii!

Senior Director of Health  Tanya 
Davoren

Métis Nation British Columbiawww.mnbc.ca
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